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the controversy dies in its birth: if pleasure equals 'what
you desire or prefer/ certainly what you desire or prefer
equals pleasure: the two psychological experiences which
we were intending to compare coalesce in the definer's
stereoscope, and are identified in one reality. The hedonist
principle that preference goes with the greater pleasure,
cannot certainly, m this sense, be denied without contra-
diction ; but neither can it be affirmed without tautology.
Mr. Leslie Stephen endeavours to escape from this verbal
juggle by throwing the required proposition into another
foim. * The true sentiment/ he says, c is that one emotion
may be overcome, not by a something which is altogether
disparate from emotion, but by an emotion of a different
kind; and this is of course indisputable. It does not
traverse the proposition that emotion can be limited by
nothing but emotionl:' i. e. I suppose, the proposition that
the suasion of one pleasure or pain can be counteracted
only by that of another. Mr. Stephen, therefore, uses the
word c emotion' simply to cover the alternative of * pleasure
or pain/ and save the trouble of mentioning the pair.
Does this substitution, however, really satisfy the meaning
of the word ' emotion ?' Is it nothing more and nothing
less than an abbreviation of the disjunctive phrase ' pleasure
or pain/ inasmuch as it is equally applicable to either state?
On the one hand, does toothache contain all that is required
to constitute an emotion ? on the other, does the emotion of
love or of reverence contain no more than is needful to con-
stitute pleasure or pain ? Till you tamper with the word, no
one will deny that' emotion can be limited by nothing but
emotion;' but this proposition is not identical with the
hedonist principle, unless 'emotion' contains nothing but
pleasure and fain; for, if it contains more, the 'limiting'
power may reside precisely in this c something more;' and
it is just this which makes the happiness doctrine impossible
to the conscience-stricken man, when he exclaims in his re-
morse, ' If the pain were allj it might be borne: nay, it is
1 Science of Ethics, II. u. 4, p. 43.